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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON SHAPING OUR WATERWAYS FUTURE  
25 June 2025 

• Our Waterways Future framework – the first of its kind - is designed to ensure that each of the Gold 
Coast’s unique waterways is managed effectively while aligning with a broader vision for sustainability and 
growth.  

• The Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) has identified six key local waterway locations, each with 
distinct characteristics that require thoughtful conservation, accessibility improvements, and recreational 
planning. 

• GCWA is inviting the community to help shape the future of the region’s waterways through Our 
Waterways Future framework. 

   
Our Waterways Future framework is now open for community feedback, giving Gold Coast residents the 
chance to help shape the future of their local waterways.  
 
Minister for Transport and Main Roads Brent Mickelberg said Our Waterways Future initiative set a clear vision 
for the future and was designed to ensure Gold Coast waterways remained accessible, sustainable, and well-
managed as the region continued to grow.  
 
‘The Gold Coast’s waterways are a vital part of the region’s identity, supporting tourism, recreation, and the 
local economy.  
 
‘This framework takes a proactive approach to tackle some of the biggest challenges we face - balancing 
increased community access due to population growth, with environmental sustainability and economic 
opportunity. 
 
Following extensive research and community engagement, Our Waterways Future proposes the development 
of six Local Waterway Plans, each tailored to the unique character and needs of key locations across the Gold 
Coast: 
 

• Broadwater  

• Southern Creeks (Tallebudgera and Currumbin Creeks) 

• Northern Gold Coast 

• Broadwater North 

• Upper Coomera River 

• Upper Nerang River 
 
To complement the development of local waterway plans, six big ideas have also been proposed - some 
building on existing initiatives, others introducing new opportunities for the region. 
 
One of the key proposals is the creation of a Gold Coast Waterway Trail network — a unique way for locals and 
visitors to experience the city’s waterways. This trail would support extended journeys from the southern Gold 
Coast through to southern Moreton Bay, opening up exciting new opportunities to explore, connect with, and 
enjoy our waterways. 
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Gold Coast Waterways Authority Chief Executive Officer Chris Derksema said the Authority is looking forward 
to hearing from the community on both the priority for plan development and the project ideas identified so 
far. 
 
“By participating in the consultation process, residents can directly influence how their waterways are 
shaped,” Mr Derksema said. 
 
“We want to hear from as many Gold Coast locals as possible to inform future recommendations and ensure 
we get it right. 
 
It’s easy to have your say via the online survey or by making a written submission in response to Our 
Waterways Future.” 
 
The framework builds on the Gold Coast Waterways Management Strategy 2021-2030 offering detailed 
guidance for developing local waterway plans in key activity areas. It aims to ensure sustainable growth while 
preserving the natural beauty and accessibility of our local waterways. 
 
You can explore the draft plan and have your say by visiting the Gold Coast Waterways Authority website.  
 
Consultation closes on 22 July 2025, so now is the perfect time to get involved!  
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