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Top of The Spit upgrade reaches major milestone 

August 2025 
 

• $5.7 million park revitalisation project reaches 75% completion at The Spit, Main Beach 

• The project is designed to boost recreational opportunities, enhance natural shading, and improve 
accessibility at Doug Jennings Park 

•  More than 4,000m² of new turf laid and 90 new trees already in the ground  

• Additional $850,000 into access improvements to the foreshore of Marine Stadium set to begin  

• These works highlight the ongoing commitment of the Queensland Government and Gold Coast 
Waterways Authority to implement The Spit Master Plan. 

 
The $5.7 million revitalisation of Doug Jennings Park has reached a major milestone, with the transformative 
project now at the three-quarter mark. 
 
Seven months into a nine-month construction program, the project remains on schedule for completion in 
October 2025, despite challenging wet weather. 
 
Delivered as part of The Spit Master Plan implementation, the revitalisation is enhancing one of the Gold 
Coast’s most iconic waterfront spaces - improving its character, resilience, and usability for both locals and 
visitors. 
 
To date, key achievements include: 

• Installation of more than 4,000 square metres of reinforced turf across the event space to increase 
durability and reduce damage during major events 

• Planting of 90 of the planned 186 trees, with a further 14,000 plants to be installed in the coming weeks 
to boost shade and biodiversity 

• New park furniture and transport infrastructure upgrades to improve functionality and visitor experiences. 

Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning, Jarrod Bleijie said that the 
Queensland Government is dedicated to delivering generational infrastructure projects that make a difference 
to communities across the state. 
 
“This project is a prime example of how we’re delivering on the shared vision of The Spit Master Plan to 
connect visitors and continuously improve the area as a community asset for future generations.” 
 
“Reaching the three-quarter point in this $5.7 million upgrade signals real progress in transforming The Spit 
into a destination that balances use for locals, enhances tourism and creates long-term sustainability.” 
 
“Member for Surfers Paradise John-Paul Langbroek said locals, boaties and visitors will be able to enjoy easier 
access to the Seaway and Broadwater in time for summer. 
 
“The revitalisation of Doug Jennings Park will also ensure the popular parkland remains attractive to event 
organisers and its improved accessibility means its natural beauty can be enjoyed by all,” Minister Langbroek 
said. 
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Works have begun to improve the surrounding foreshore of Marine Stadium foreshore. This adjacent project 
will provide an accessible pathway to the foreshore, improve open spaces through new landscaping and shade 
trees, and introduce picnic furniture and seating walls to support relaxed, social gatherings by the water. 
 
Chris Derksema, CEO of GCWA, said they are proud to build on the success of The Spit Master Plan projects 
undertaken to date and are now focused on delivering its next chapter - completing the parkland works at the 
top of The Spit. 
 
“Whether you’re arriving by boat, grabbing a crab sandwich at the kiosk, enjoying a picnic, or dancing at a 
music festival, this revitalisation project is about creating a space that celebrates our stunning waterways 
while providing a functional and inclusive space for all,” he said. 
 
“We’re also excited to be able to include some improvements along the Marine Stadium foreshore, opening 
up access to the water’s edge, adding more shade, and creating spaces where people can gather, relax and 
connect with the coast.” 
 
Key features of the works include:  

• Seaway Green: gentle mounding to improve views across the Gold Coast Seaway and Broadwater, 
creating a more scenic and relaxing experience for park users 

• Increased connectivity: new and improved pedestrian and cycle pathways will enhance movement and 
accessibility throughout the precinct 

• Improved event green: upgraded turf resilience will reduce the impact of event staging areas 

• Tree and native planting: extensive planting to provide natural shade, increase biodiversity, and enrich 
the park environment. 

The project is being delivered by South-East Queensland based contractor, Regal Innovations, providing a 
boost to local employment and supporting subcontractors and suppliers across the Gold Coast. 
 
For more information visit: www.gcwa.qld.gov.au 
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