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Joint operation delivers results across the Broadwater
· Joint Operation Clearwater by Maritime Safety Queensland (MSQ) and Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) delivering strong early results across the Gold Coast Broadwater
· More than 916 vessel intercepts undertaken since 11 May
· 184 vessels brought into compliance, with 110 under active monitoring
· Three abandoned and derelict vessels removed, improving safety, access and amenity across the Broadwater.

A joint operation between Maritime Safety Queensland and the Gold Coast Waterways Authority is delivering strong early results across Gold Coast waterways, with enforcement action stepped up to address unlawful anchoring, abandoned vessels and ongoing compliance issues affecting safety, access and amenity on the waterways.

As part of Operation Clearwater, authorities today removed an abandoned sailing vessel that had sunk near Wave Break Island, marking the third vessel removal since the operation commenced on 11 May.

The coordinated operation targets abandoned and derelict vessels, non-compliant anchoring, marine pollution and other issues impacting the safe and fair use of Gold Coast waterways.

Following an intensive period of education, engagement and compliance activity, authorities are now progressing targeted enforcement action against unlawful anchoring, abandoned vessels and other issues impacting the safe and fair use of the Broadwater.

Since the operation began just a few weeks ago, the initiative has already delivered significant outcomes:

· 916 vessel intercepts have been undertaken across the Broadwater
· 184 vessels have achieved compliance
· 110 vessels remain under active monitoring
· Three abandoned and derelict vessels have been removed, with further removals scheduled in coming weeks.

Maritime Safety Queensland General Manager Kell Dillon said the early results demonstrated the impact of deploying specialist maritime compliance resources and expertise into priority areas.

"Maritime Safety Queensland has extensive experience managing complex compliance operations across Queensland waterways.

"Through Operation Clearwater, we've significantly increased our on-water presence across the Gold Coast, deploying additional officers and resources to address long-standing safety, navigation and compliance issues across the Broadwater.

"It is pleasing to see strong early results, with more than 900 vessel monitoring intercepts undertaken, 184 vessels brought into compliance and multiple abandoned vessels removed.

"The removal of this vessel is a clear example of that work in action. Following a Harbour Master's Direction, Maritime Safety Queensland removed the vessel under the Keeping Our Waterways Safe program.

"Our focus is on achieving voluntary compliance wherever possible, but we will take decisive action where vessel owners fail to meet their obligations.

"These results are helping deliver safer, cleaner and more accessible waterways for the Gold Coast community."

Gold Coast Waterways Authority Chief Executive Officer Chris Derksema said the operation was delivering practical improvements for the community and all Broadwater users.

"The community wants to see action on issues that affect access, enjoyment and the overall condition of the Broadwater, and that's exactly what this coordinated effort is delivering.

"Taking action on abandoned and non-compliant vessels improves access, protects amenity and helps ensure the Broadwater remains a waterway the community can enjoy and be proud of.

"GCWA is committed to helping ensure the Broadwater remains safe, accessible and enjoyable for residents, visitors and the marine community."

The joint operation will continue across the coming weeks, with targeted patrols, inspections and enforcement activities focused on priority areas throughout the Broadwater and surrounding waterways.

ENDS
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