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[bookmark: _Hlk218585171]GOLD COAST WATERWAYS AUTHORITY RESPONDS TO MULTIPLE INCIDENTS OVER CHRISTMAS PERIOD

06 January 2026

· [bookmark: _Hlk218585155]GCWA coordinated responses to multiple waterway incidents during the Christmas and New Year period.
· Incidents included vessel fires and a sunken vessel, with a focus on safety, pollution containment and hazard management.
· GCWA worked closely with Maritime Safety Queensland and emergency services during peak holiday conditions.

Gold Coast Waterways Authority (GCWA) responded to a series of incidents across the Broadwater and surrounding waterways over the Christmas and New Year period, working closely with Maritime Safety Queensland (MSQ) and partner agencies to protect the marine environment and support safe waterway access during one of the busiest times of the year.

GCWA worked alongside MSQ, the Queensland Fire Department and the Queensland Police Service to manage pollution risks arising from two separate vessel fires. The first was in southern Moreton Bay near Steiglitz and the second in the Broadwater near Southport.

GCWA Chief Executive Officer Chris Derksema said the incidents highlighted the importance of maintaining a strong operational presence during peak holiday periods.

“Our waterways are extremely busy over Christmas, and safety is our top priority,” Mr Derksema said.

“GCWA officers were on call and on the water, responding quickly, coordinating with MSQ and emergency services, and taking steps to contain pollutants, mark hazards and monitor conditions.”

In a separate incident, GCWA worked with MSQ over several days to manage a sunken ex-trawler in the Broadwater near Labrador. GCWA established a yellow buoy to mark the hazard and deployed and monitored sorbent booms to contain potential pollution, while MSQ led the marine incident investigation. 

GCWA reminds all waterway users to report navigational hazards or pollution incidents as early as possible, and to take extra care during peak holiday periods when waterways experience increased activity.

For more information, visit gcwa.qld.gov.au
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